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FAREWELL to the HERK

by Maj Joe Tillman

Last momtn TAC lost dts siritt force. Alrlift
sirgraft snd graws have been turned over o MAG, and
aspecially in the case of the Hercules, we lost quite a
waorkhorse,

The G130, designed in 1951 to TAC specs, has
been subdesignated the A, B, E, F, H, J, K,Pand R —
an indication of lts versatility. The Heork has
trash-hauled, alr-dropped, flare-dropped, bombed,
maching gunned, fire-suppressed, drofin-launched,
photo-mapped, missile-tracked, air evac’ed,
Fulton-rescued, capsule-recovered and air-refueled. it
has landed on dirt, mud, sand, snow, PSP and the
USS Forrestal,

How about the trash-haulers thermselves? Probably
the most versatile alrcrows anywhere, thay have all
the traits of fighter pilots with one exception —
they're literate. What have they hauled? They have
hauled {and air-dropped), food, Glass 'A’, guns, toilet
paper, jeeps, tanks and paratroopers. They have
extracted, ejectad and kicked owut loads of evary size
and description In every fashion imaginable. They
have CDS’ed, LAPES'ed, GPES‘ed and PLADS ed —
but most of all they have hauied, On notice so short
most aircrews would still be standing in their jocks,
Herky Haulers hava lifted off with portable bridges

for the Dominican Republic, food and “water for
Peruvian earthquske vietims, and hay bales for
starving catile in North Dakota. They have supplied
the Marines with ammo at Khe Sanh {remember.
¥mortar-naghets” ?), Aldieans with wiveat in Mall and
fighter pllots with beer a& Phu Cat. Their spirits were
lited by the delivery of overdue mail o gratetul
grunte at Kham Dug, then suddenly saddened with
the discovery that the ocutbound load would consist
in part,of ugly seven-foot rubberized bags.

Trash-haulers have the thickest skins in the
business. They have been cursed by the locsls for
being overpaid, oversexed and “over here.” They have
been overscheduled, poorly scheduled and
unscheduled. They have been subjected to prop feaks,
prop fluxes, and dual-rail rollers that don’t. They
invariably brief at 033D, have a cigarette and a coke
for breakfast {if the machine isn’t broken), then sit
under the wing and wait Yo be loaded/unloaded/
fixed/fueled/fragoed/refragged — or cancaited,

Thelr departure is our loss, TAG won't be quite
the same without them,

To hell with the rest of ‘em, Herky — keep on
heulin’ -
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‘TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS
MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

OTHER UNITS

130 SOG
12 ADGP

4 TFW
127 TFW

136 ARW
143 506
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